
Former CIA-FBI Liaison Man 
Sees Operational ‘Gray Areas’ 



By Ronald Kessler mestic matters included deal- 

washineton post stair writer j n g with Americans ap- 

The former liaison man be- proached by Soviet agents, So- 
tween the Central Intelligence viet visitors and spies in the 
Agency and the Federal Bu- United States, and Americans 
reau of Investigation said yes- who work for the CIA or ap- 
terday that the statutory re- Ply for jobs there, 
striction against CIA domestic In these and other areas, Pa- 
activity is impossible to fol- Pich sai,d, the CIA and FBI 
low. functions appeared to overlap, 

Sam Papich, who was the an d informal guidelines had 
FBI’s liaison man with the been developed for handling 
CIA for 18 years until he re- the situations, 
tired in 1970, cited what he In . a typical year, Papich 
called “gray areas” where the said, some 2,000 Americans are 
CIA has crossed into domestic approached by Soviet agents 
operations for what he said eifll er in this country or over- 
were legitimate reasons. sea s in an attempt to convert 

Papich, who said he dealt them into spies 
with these crossovers on a “ If you get a report that 
daily basis, blamed confusion MoUie Brown while she was in 
about the CIA’s role on what Moscow was approached, what 
he called a statute that “goes do you do? Nine times out of 
from the vague to the ridicu- 10 she ’ s a good girl, but maybe 
lous.” naive, and nothing happened.” 

A former CIA attomev ac- But background checks will be 


'transferred from the CIA to 
the FBI. 

“A Soviet spy in France out 
of the blue travels to the 
U.S.,” he said “You don’t just 
pick up the phone and tell Ho- 
over. It might take a week to 
three months. The FBI people 
have to become acclimated (to 
the subject). Let’s say the CIA 
knows a double agent who is a 
source. - You don’t automati- 
cally turn him over to the 
FBI. He might not want to 
deal with the FBI. You might 
get them (the CIA) operating 
for six months in the U.S.” 

Papich said the CIA is ac- 
cused of interfering in U.S. 
domestic activities 


when ' it 
seeks help for overseas work 
from universities- “A fellow 
goes to XYZ university and 
contacts a professor to write 
an article that will be planted 
overseas,” he said “It never 
runs smonthly. We (the United 
States) weren’t cut out for it." 

In addition, he said, the CIA 
often helped the FBI to keep 
an eye on Soviets visiting the 
United States or employed 
here. 

“They always had one or 
two KGB (Soviet intelligence) 
agents in the group,” he said. 
“The CIA would have an inter- 
est They had the benefit of 
experience overseas.” 

While allowing that some 
abuses might have occurred, 
Papich said, “My feeling is 
some of the surveillances were 
misunderstood ” He added, 
“We need time out to assess 
this thing in a cool, rational 
way to determine if the stat- 
ute should be changed in light 
of what we want from an in- 
telligence agency.” 




